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The Man and his Magic Machine

An innovative lensman in the small town of Bidar in

Karnataka is using his century old camera to produce
dramatic effects on the bromide

Look at the above photograph . It evokes wondrous gasps.
This could be the nation's ritziest address. After all, who does
not recognize the Gateway of India on Mumbai’s seafront and
the buildings around. But could a camera capture this view in
one shot. Or this is a patchwork of photographs. No, the view
was captured on a single revolving film by a neatly century-old
Circuit Camera owned by cameraman and, let us call him

‘photo-engineer’ Ghulam Muntaga from Bidar, a remote town
in North Karnataka.

For its looks, Muntaga’s Circuit Camera can be dismissed
as a junk box, a contraption worth nothing. But take a hard
look at the machine. It still revolves flawlessly on a copper gear
mounted over a tripod, pans over a wide arca and captures a
panoramic view of the surroundings. Even more surprisingly,
the nearly century old camera transfers the view on a film capable
of being enlarged into wall-sized photographs, a size mostly
reserved for murals. And the details are perfect, capturing even
the veins of leaves, or glistening beads of sweat rolling down
faces or the wrinkles of skin. And if it happens to be a group of,
say 400 people, each face is distinctly recognizable.
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Yet the question whether ane should marvel at the man or
the machine remains unanswered? Looking at the deadly
combine the answer is perhaps both, for the credit must be
equally shared by Ghulam Muntaqua. But for this shutterbug,
this old camera would, in all likelihood, been consigned to
junkyard. Muntaqua virtually salvaged it from a scrape lot up
for sale in Mumbai’s Chor Bazar at the cost of metal some 15
years ago. Today after putting it back into use, Muntaqua refuses
to part with it even at a price of rupees two lakhs. Believe it, the
offer came from a photography museum in Mumbai.

What sets this camera and the cameraman apart? The very
fact that this antique of a camera still functions, capable of
absorbing a 180 degree view of the horizon and transferring
scenery onto bromides that are well worth decorating drawing
rooms is in itself something very rare. Says Muntaqua, the proud
owner: “| had picked up the box camera from the Chor Bazar
merely for its unique lens which can be simultaneously used as
normal, tele and wide lens for rupees 1500. Records showed
that it had been earlier used in Oxford University for group
photographs. “I had never imagined that it could be a circuit
camera capable of revolving and capturing a 180 degree view,
I first used it for a group photograph of the 100-member staff of
the Bidar District Central Cooperative Bank, The clearly
distinguishable faces on the nine feet by one feet photograph
boosted my confidence. It has never failed me since then, Nexl
photograph covered a group of 300 students of an outgoing
batch of a college in Bidar.” The only time he demonstrated his
skills publicly in Bangalore was in 1994 when chief minister
Veerappa Moily was snapped along with nearly 300 legislators
in the backdrop of the estately Vidhana Soudha, But more than

his photography, he and his relic camera aroused the curiosity
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of the lensmen in the state capital. He was himself the object of
many a photographs the next day.

A turning point came when Muntaqua's antique camera
produced a panoramic view of the famous Gateway of India
and its surroundings and his principals, Architect Baghban and
Baghban Associates asked him to come out with the panorama
on the colour film. Since then Muntaqua has been working on

transferring his skill onto the colour film and says “the
breakthrough is imminent”.

Son of a police pho tographer of the erstwhile Nizam state,
Muntaqua took to photography very early in life. Says he
reminiscing the olden days: “Those were the days when the
negatives were taken on plass coated with silver nitrate. Today
Muntaqua can boast of nearly 50 cameras in his collection. Most
of these came through tough haggling at the Bombay’s Chor
Bazar known for rich pickings by ace photographers.

Shy of publicity, Muntaqa keeps a low profile. Though quick
‘to capture on lens several events such as Latur’s quake and the
bizarre gas tanker accident at Tarola near Bidar (killing 100
persons), he has been totally averse to encashing his skills. Bidar
journalist Quazi Arshad Ali, editor Bidar ki Awaz, a Hindi daily,
says copyright for Muntaqua’s Gateway of India photograph
could have been bought against lakhs of rupees, but Muntaqua
was pursuing altogether different dreams, i.e., of inducting

colour into his skills on the old camera. Already 60, Muntaqua
however is determined to carry on with his mission.

- Magbool Ahmed Siraj
(Islamic Voice, Rabi-ul-Awwal 1422H, June 2001, Volume

15-06 No:174) .



L@ S0280a0T s Soosw Ple)

Govt. honours senior photographer

BIDAR, OCT. 29. The State Government has chosen senior
press photographer Gulam Muntaka for the Rajyotsava award
for his service to the profession.

Mr. Muntaka's carcer as a photographer spans over four
decades. :

Born in 1939, Mr. Muntaka has been working since 1962.

His achievements include photographing several important
events such

as the Latur earthquake and the petrol tanker explosion in
Tadola, which claimed hundreds of lives.

Mr, Muntaka has also taken photographs on an eight-foot
long negative, with the magic circuit camera that he invented.

He has worked for a number of daily and weekly
publications such as the Hindi daily Bidar Ki Awaaz.

(The Hindu, 30" October, 2004)

Craze for cameras

Gulam Muntak knows no world beyond the camera.
His rare collection of cameras and negatives are any
photographer’s envy, writes Devu Pattar

The historically magnificent yet contemporarily ‘backward’
Bidar has several wonders hidden in its folds. Gulam Muntak,
the camera wizard, is one such wonder. With a wide range of
cameras in his collection, Muntak is any photographer’s envy.
A rare, one of a kind negative of B ft width is in his possession.
Once, A R Datta, a well-known photographer from the times
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of Jawaharlal Nehru, had boasted in an interview that the 6 ft

negative he possessed was the biggest in the world. But Muntak’s
collection has a 8 ft negative.

Muntak can capture on film a crystal clear photo of a group
of 400 in which every individual can be seen with minute details,
including the sweat on their eyebrows or even the folds on their
foreheads, and cach one's photo can be enlarged separately.

He has also captured Mumbai’s India Gate and the Taj
Mahal Hotel that face each other, in one single negative. All
this is possible because of the ‘magic box’ that he owns.

His magic box is a century old circuit camera. Set on a tripod,
it can be rotated 180 degrees and can capture both angles of an
object or individual. Muntak bought it at a chor bazaar in

Mumbai at & throw away price. He experimented with various
lenses and it worked.

“It was a camera used to take group photos at the Oxford
University. It was discarded, thought as uscless. After bringing
it from Mumbai to Bellary, | started experimenting with it using
different lenses and was surprised to see that it worked.”

It is for this reason that Muntak is often called a photo-
engineer.

When Muntak first declared that he could click the photo
of a big group, no one believed him. He pursuaded the Bidar
District Central Co-operative Bank to noge for a group photo. It
was only after photographing a big group of 100 Pe‘.ﬂple did
Muntak gain confidence. His next adventure was fo capture an
film a group of 300 students at a college.
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He was even inviled to photograph a group of 300 MLAs
along with the then chief minister Veerappa Moily in front of
the Vidhana Soudha in 1994. It's a rare photo with even the
High Court appearing in the same frame.

Having heard about the rare camera, the Mumbai
Photography Museum offered to buy it for a whopping Rs 2
lakhs, but Muntak was not willing to part with it. He is very
proud of his collection of rare cameras that range from very ald
models to the latest digital ones.

He also experiments with different lenses. One can hardly
find a camera in its ariginal form in his collection.

Muntak’s father was a police pholographer during the
Nizam's era. Muntak's love for the media came from his father.,
He has preserved all the negatives carefully. He even has
negatives with silver nitrate painted on the glass.

Muntak has clicked almost all the prime ministers, chief
ministers and presidents. His favourite is a photo he had clicked
of Jawaharlal Nehru at the Bidar airport. The way he has
captured the Latur carthquake and the firc accident at Tadol is
heart rending, bringing back the intensity of the tragedy. His
photos of the Bidar monuments tell a different story altogether.

“Bidar is my favourite place. Wherever I go, 1 feel like
coming back to Bidar within a couple of days. Hence I did not
accept invitations to stay in Mumbai or Iyderabad,” he says,
Most of his family members are living abroad, but for Muntak
it’s his camera and his favourite Bidar that keep him company.

Even at 70 Munlak has not lost even a bit of his enthusiasm

tor photography. With a camera in hand he torgets the world,
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He neither speaks about himself nor is he happy with publicity.
He prefers to remain anonymous. When such 1s the case, it's a

surprise that he was chasen for the Karnataka Rajyotsava
award.

(Translated by Prathibha Nandakumar)
Spectrum, Deccen Herald, 5 September, 2006

im

WORLD PHOTOGRAPHY DAY

GULBARGA: The Agriculture Marketing Minister
Sharanabasappa Darshanapur inaugurated World Photography
Day organised by the Gulbarga District Press Photographers’
Association and the Information Department, in Gulbarga on
Sunday. He urged press photographers to develop a passion
for photography and not just to perceive it as a job.

An exhibition of photographs and negatives of Rajyotsava
Award winner Gulam Muntaqa, press photographer of the
Bidar Ki Awaaz, was organised on the occasion. The Minister
had a lock at the nine-ft lung negative exposed by Mr. Muntaga
believed to be the longest in the country. Mr Muntaga spoke of
his six-decade career and explained the events leading to his
capturing the famous picture of Jawaharlal Nehru waiving o
the crowd with his Sherwani flultering in the wind [rom the
Bidar Air Force base. He spoke about his rotating camera and a

picture of the Vidhana Soudha and the High Court taken in
one shol.

Mr. Muntaga and other zenior press photographers,

Bhavarlal Thawar of Yadgir, Nizamuddin Junaid and Sripadrao
Kulkarni of Gulbarga were felicitated.
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Association president Bhavani Singh Thakur, Hyderabad
Karnataka Chamber of Commerce and Industries president
Umakant Niggudagi, Deputy Director of Information Basavaraj

Para and others were present.
(The Hindu, 11" September, 2006)
m
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Fusing magic and Reality

IMAGINE a century-old camera Producing this panoram-ic
view of the nation’s swankiest address. Qv think of capturing
300 faces of out-going legislators sitting in front of Bangalore’s
stately Vidhana Soudha, etching to relief even the wrinkles and
veins over their faces intact. The pictures must evoke wondrous
gasps. Capturing this view in one shot must involve fusing magic
and reality. Or it is quite likely to be taken for a patch-work of
photographs. No, the view was captured on a single revolving
film by a nearly century-old Circuit Camera. And the man who
makes the junk box work, and work so flawlessly, is Ghulam
Muntaqua from Bidar, a remote town in North Karnataka that
was once the capital of Bahamani Sultanate of Deccan.

Ghulam Muntaga’s pas-sive demeanour hides more than
what it reveals. Locked in a prison of silence, this ‘photo
engi-neer’ has put many an old camera to work, all with
stunning results. ‘Something has always been working
behind his somnolent exterior. The queasy smell of the embalmed
air of his stu-dio-cum-residence in the narrow bylanes of the
sleepy town of Bidar sure-ly carries an air ¢f disbe-lief about
Muntaqua’s unquenchable thirst for sophistry in photography.

For its looks, Muntaqa’s Circuit Camera can be dismissed
as a junk box, a contraption worth nothing. But take a hard
look at the machine. It still revolves {lawlessly on a copper gear
mounted over a tripod, pans over a wide area and captures
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panoramic view of the surroundings. Even more surprisingly,
the nearly century old camera transfers the view on a film capable
of being enlarged into wall-sized photographs, a size mostly
reserved for murals. And the details are perfect, capturing even
the veins of leaves, or glistening beads of sweat rolling down
faces or the wrinkles of skin. And if it happens to be a group of,
say 400 people, each face is distinctly recognizable.

Yet the question whether one should marvel at the man or
the machine remains unanswered? Looking at the deadly
combine the answer is perhaps both, for the credit must be
equally shared by Ghulam Muntaqua. But for this shutterbug,
this old camera would, in all likelihood, been consigned to
junkyard. Muntaqua virtually salvaged it from a scrape lot up
for sale in Mumbai’s Chor Bazar at the cost of metal some 15
years ago. Today after putting it back into use, Muntaqua refuses
to part with it even at a price of rupees two lakhs. Believe it, the
offer came from a photography museumn in Mumbai.

What sets this camera and the cameraman apart? The very
fact that this antique of a camera still functions, capable of
absorbing a 180 degree view of the horizon and transferring
scenery onto bromides that are well worth decorating drawing
rooms is in itself something very rare. Says Muntaqua, the proud
owner: "I had picked up the box camera from the Chor Bazar
merely for its unique lens which can be simultaneously used as
normal, tele and wide lens for rupees 1500. Records showed
that it had been earlier used in Oxford University for group
photographs. “T had never imagined that it could be a circuit
camera capable of revolving and capturing a 180 degree view.
[ first used it for a group photograph of the 100-member staff of
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the Bidar District Central Cooperative Bank. The clearly
distinguishable faces on the nine feet by one feet photograph
boosted my confidence. It has never failed me since then. Next
photograph covered a group of 300 students of an outgoing
batch of a college in Bidar.” The only time he demonstrated his
skills publicly in Bangalore was in 1994 when chief minister
Veerappa Moily was snapped along with nearly 300 legislators
in the backdrop of the estately Vidhana Soudha. But more than
his photography, he and his relic camera aroused the curiosity
of the lensmen in the state capital. He was himself the object of
many a photographs the next day.

A turning point came when Muntaqua’s antique camera
produced a panoramic view of the famous Gateway of India
and its surroundings and his principals, Architect Baghban and
Baghban Associates asked him to come out with the panorama
on the colour film. Since then Muntaqua has been working on

transferring his skill onto the colour film and says “the
breakthrough is imminent”.

Son of a police photographer of the erstwhile Nizam state,
Muntaqua took to photography very early in life. Says he
reminiscing the olden days: “Those were the days when the
negatives were taken on glass coated with silver nitrate. Today
Muntaqua can boast of nearly 50 cameras in his collection. Most
of these came through tough haggling at the Bombay’s Chor
Bazar known for rich pickings by ace photographers.

Shy of publicity, Muntaqga keeps a low profile. Though quick
to capture on lens several events such as Latur’s quake and the
bizarre gas lanker accident at Tarola near Bidar (killing 100
persons), he has been totally averse to encashing his skills. Bidar
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journalist Quazi Arshad Ali, editor Bidar ki Awaz, a Hindi daily,
says copyright for Muntaqua’s Gateway of India photograph
could have been bought against lakhs of rupees, but Muntaqua
was pursuing altogether different dreams, i.e., of inducting
colour into his skills on the old camera. Already 60, Muntaqua
however is determined to carry on with his mission.

M.A. Siraj
Deccan Herald, Sunday Herald 19 August, 2001

Negative generates positive interest

GULBARGA, DHNS: The "World Photography Day’
function held in Gulbarga on Sunday was unlike other
programmes. The “world’s bigges!” negative was exhib-ited on
the occasion.

And the photographer to use this negative, which is nearly
nine feet in length, is Ghulam Munthak of Bidar. Munthak, who
is 70) years now, clicked the photo of the Mumbai Gateway of
India and the Taj Hotel opposite, on a single nine-feet nega-tive
covering 180 degrees, in 196Z. This negative is likely to be
included in the Guin-ness Book of World Records as the world’s

largest negative. A claim regarding this has been made by
Munthak to the Cuinness World Records Insurance.

Munthak has also shot pictures of the Vidhana Soudha and
the High Court building opposite on a single negative, and has
taken the photograph of all the MLAs sitting together in front
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of the Vidhana Soudha when Mr Veerappa Moily was the chicf
minister, by using nine-feet negatives.

Ie has also clicked the photo of late prime minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, along with his Cabinet In 1962. And except
for Lal Bhadur Sashtri, Munthak has clicked the photos of all
Indi-an prime ministers till date,

On Sunday, Munthak was felicitated by Agriculture
Marketing Minister Sharan-abasappagouda Darshnapur at a
‘World Photography Day’ function organised by the Gulbarga
District Press Photograpbers’ Association, and the

Information'Depart-ment here. An exhibition of Munthak’s
collection was also organised.

Deccan Herald, 11th September, 2006

Muntaqua, man behind the veil

Gulbarga: True that a photograph speaks a thousand
words, but what about photographers, who capture
mesmerising events which spellbind viewers.

A 67-year-old Gulam Muntaqua from Bidar captured
remarkable pho-tographs that could leave anyone stunned.

The introvert photographer is popular not just for
capturing nostalgic photos, but also for owning a big camera
with 8§ ft wide photo film, which he claims to be the biggest
negative of the world. Once he read in a news paper tha a Delhi
based Photographer AR Dutta owned a camera with a 6ft wide
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photo film, which, he claimed to be the biggest. Muntaqua plans
to register claim in Guinness Book of World Records.

‘L purchased this camera from Chor Bazaar in Mumbai
about 15 years ago for Rs 1500. The camera can capture a picture
of over 400 people in one group’ he said. It took over a whole
year to learn techniques of the camera. Whene he met with a
expert in Mumbai to understanding of camera, he was told that
the camera was among five cameras of its kind in the world.
He resisted an offer of Rs 2 lakh to sell the camera. Passion for
phtotography originated from childhood as his father was
official photographer during Nizam rule.

One of his most remarkable moments of life was capturing
photograph of the first Prime Minister of India Jawaharlal Nehru
in 1962. He captured photos of all Prime Ministers except Lal
Bahaddur Shashtry.

A group photo of over 300 stalf of Bidar Co-operative Bank
and that Gateway of India facing IHotel Taj are among the rarest

of this ocuvre.

While he can capture photo of 180 degree angle, that is not
possible in other cameras. He even plans to develop a technique
to capture a photo at 360 degree angle.

-Firoz Rozindar,
The Vijay Times, 11" September, 2006
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