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2. GOSANGI

(MNotified in Andhra Pradesh Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu)

Statutory Positions
Andhra Pradesh

The Government of India (Scheduled Castes) Order. /986 In the districts of Anantapur,
Chittoor, Cuddapah, East Gedavari. Guntur, Krishna. Kurnool, Nellore. Srlkakulam,
Visakhapatnam and West Godavari.

The Constirution (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) Order, 71950: In the dis-
tricts of Anantapur, Chittoor. Cuddapah. East Godavari, Guntur. Krishna. Kumnool, Nellore,
Srikakulam. Visakhapatnam and West Gadavari,

The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Lists (modification) Ovder. 1956:
Throughout the State except Hyderabad, Mahbubnagar. Adilabad. Nizamabad, Medak.
Karimnagar, Warangal, Khammam and Nalgonda districts.

The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Thbes Order (Amendment) Ace. 1976; Through-
out the State.

Starus of the caste in {93/ Census: As Depressed Class. In the districts of Anantapur.
Chittoor, Cuddapah. East Godavari, Guntur. Krishna. Kurnool, Nellore, Srikakulam.
Visakhapatnam and West Gedavari.

Karnataka

The Government of India (Scheduled Castes) Order. 1936: In the districts of Bellary,
Mysore and South Kanura,

The Constitution (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950: In the dis-
tricts of Bellary, Mysore and South Kanara.

The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Lists Modification) Order: 1956 In South
Kanara district and Kollegal taluk of Mysore district.

The Scheduled Castes arid Scheduled Tribes Order fdmendment) Act, 1976: Through-
out the State.

Status of the caste in 1937 Census: As Depressed Class. In the districts of Bellary
Mysore and South Kanara.

Kerala

The Government of India (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1936 In Malabar district.

The Constitution (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) Order. 19350: In Malabar
district.

The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Lists (Modification) Order, 1956: In
Malabar district.

The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Thbes Order (Amendment) Aee, 1976 Through-
out the State.

Siatus of the caste In 7937 Census: As Depressed Class. In Malabar district,

Tamil Nadu
The Government of Ind Ja (Scheduled Castes) Order. /936: Throughout the State
except Kanyakumari district and Shencottah taluk of Tirunelveli district.

Notified in Andhra.. O3J2



The Constitition (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) Order. 1950: Through-
out the State except Kanyakumari district and Shencottah taluk of Tirunelveli district.

The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Lists (Modificatfon) Order. [956:
Throughout the State except Kanyakurnari district and Shencottab taluk of Tirunelvell
district.

The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Order (Amendment) Act. 1976: Through-
out the State.

Starus of the caste in 1931 Census As Depressed Class. Throughout the Slate except
Kanyakumari district and Shencottah taluk of Tirunelveli district.

Synonyms. Surnames, Titles. etc.

Etymologically the casie name Gosangi is believed to be derived from two words of
Gao meaning cow and Hansaka meaning Killer, It is said that this caste people used to scll
beef on head loads in villages and were called Goska which, in dug course of time. cor-
rupted to the names Gosika. Goslkollu and then finally to Gosangi. The name Gosika or
Gosikollu is considered as derogatory by the caste people nowadays, and they prefer to be
called as Gosangi. According to Hassan (1990: 409). the Gosangi Is one of the very nu-
meroos castes of leather workers and rope makers, many of whom are engaged as village
watchmen and musleians. Thurston (1973 298) also opines that Gosangi recorded as
Kosangi [s a synonym for Madiga in the Madras Census Report (1901). -

Ethnic Identity and Origin

According to Thurston (1975: 298). the Gosangulus are described In Fizagapatnan
Marial (1869] as beggars who style themselves descendants of Jambavanta. the bear into
which Brahms transformed himself to assist Rama in destroying Ravana. The Gosangis
are considered 1o be illegitimate descendants of Madigas, and a curions thing about them
is that their women dress up like men and sing songs while begging. As mendicants, they
are attached to the Madigas, However, at present It I3 atleast certain that they are not
mendicants either for the Madigas or the Mains, .

Centennial (1901-2001) Growth of Population
The following tables give the populatmn of Gosangis as retumed in the carlier
decades:

Aadhra Pradesh
Census Population Variation Percentage of
Year Fariation
1901 161 - -
1911 MA - -
1921 28 . : :
1931 NA, - -
1941 MA - -
1951 NA -
1961 65 - | -
1971 13 +1 +1.53
1961 1683 +7587 +11495.45
1991 12731 +5078 +66.35
2001 19889 +7128 +35.89
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Karnataka

Census Population Variation Percentage of
Year Variation
1901 NA 3 -
1911 NA - -
1921 46 £ -
3931 NA - -
3041 NA o -
1951 NA 3 -
1961 NA = -
1971 12 - -
1951 747 +733 +6125.00
1991 1911 +1164 +155.82
2001 1634 =277 -14.50
Karala
Census Population Variation Percentage of
Year Variation
1903 NA - -
1931 NA " -
1921 NA ;- -
1931 NA . D -
1941 NA -
1951 NA = -
1951 1 - -
3971 36 +35 +3500.00
3981 769 +733 +2036.11
1991 344 +425 +55.26
2001 60 =284 -82.56
Tmil Nada
Census Population Variation Percentage of
Year Variation
1901 NA -
1911 WA - o
1521 NA > 4
1851 244 = -
1941 NA - 4
1981 NA - -
1981 83 - -
1971 7 -T8 -91.76
1981 157 +1350 +2142 85
1991 1341 +11384 +754.14
ROOT 1522 +181 +13.50
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Distribution and Population

The Gosangi is the main caste, though numerically small, of Andhra Pradesh. and lts
members are largely distributed in Karimnagar, Nizamabad, Adilabad. Visakhapatnam
and Warangal districts. The caste [s also notified In Karnataka, Kerala and Tainll Nadu as
mentioned earlier but [ts presence [s not much significant there. In Karnatakas State. the

concentration of the Gosangis is found to be in Dakahin Kannad district only.

The population distribution of Gosangis In Andhra Pradesh. Karnataka, Kerala and

Tamil Nadu. based on 1961-2001 censuses, Is provided below:

Census | T Andhra Pradesh Karnataka
Year R
] P M F P M o
1981 T 65 35 0 - - -
R 58 3l 27 - - -
u 7 4 3 = - A
1971 T 66 36 20 12 3] 6
R b6 36 30 12 3] 6
u i = = = - x
1981 T 7683 a3l 3g42 M7 383 364
R 6517 3237 3280 200 108 92
u 1133 574 562 347 275 272
1991 T 12.512 6,248 6,267 1.871 998 373
R 10.755 5.370 5,385 668 340 325
u 1.737 675 882 1,206 6358 548
2001 T 19,859 9,832 10.027 1,634 837 | 797
R 17,317 8.561 6,730 474 218 256
U 2.542 1,2711 271 1.160 619 541
Census | T Kerala Tamil Nadu
Year R
U P M F P M F
1961 T | 1 - 88 36 49
R . & * 88 36 49
U 1 I . S L e
1971 T 36 13 23 7 4 3
R 36 13 23 7 4 3
U = & i = i
1981 T 769 355 R4 157 al 77
R 181 93 53 152 75 -
1 588 292 296 5 5
1991 T 323 146 177 1,289 658 631
R 290 133 157 1.043 528 515
u 33 13 20 246 120 116
2001 T 60 36 24 1.522 770 732
R 49 28 21 515 262 233
U 11 11 5 3 1.007 508
090 Aremoh




Family and Clan

Muclear families consisting of husband, wife and unmarried children are more com-
mon than the joint families among the Gosangis. They are divided into number of exoga-
mous units called surnames, and some of these are Kamarapu, Mutyalollu, Vadapallu
Mulugollu and Kadasoliv. The groups with the same surname are treated as brother groups.
In a family. the eldest son is the successor to the father. All the sons Inherit the parental
nroperty equally, After the marriage, residence Is patrilocal.

Languages and Uteracy

Telugu is the mother tongue of Gosangis which Is census spoken with their
kin groups and others. In Andhra Pradesh. they also know Urdu which is used far inter-
community communications. The educational level achieved by the Gosangis In Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Madu, based on 1961-2001 censuses. is shown
below:

Education Andhira Pradesk Karnataka J
level

M F M F
1961 census I
1. Nlliterate 31 30 i .
2. Literate (without ed.) 4 - - .
3. Matriculatlon and below - - - -
4. Above Matriculation = - - .
1971 Census
1. Illiterate 28 26 f 6
2. Literate (without ed.) 2
3. Matriculatlon and below 6 1 * -
4. Above Matriculation * - - 4
1981 Camus
1. lliterate 3256 3758 337 342
2. Literate (without ed.) 252 53 14 &
3. Matriculatlon and below 296 23 30 16
4. Above Matriculation 3 - 2 -
1991 Census
1. iterate 4728 5853 706 744
2, Literate (without ed.) 643 207 78 48
3. Malriculatlon and below 755 192 186 73
4, Above Matriculation 114 15 28 O
2001 census
1. Nliterate 5790 8034 469 567
2. Literate (without ed.) 194 B1 8 10
3. Matriculation and below 3441 1843 358 210
4, Above Matriculstlon 406 69 21 10
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Education R Kerala Tamil Nadu
level
M F M F
i261 census |
1. Tliterate ' . - 31 49 |
2. Literate {without ed.) . - 4 -
3. Matriculatlon and below - - : 1 -
4. Above Matriculation = - - -
1971 Census
1. Illiterate 11 18 3 3
2, Literate (without ed.) - 2 - -
| 3. Matriculatlon and below 2 3 | -
| 4. Above Matriculation . - 2 =
| 1981 Camus |
1. Illiterate 121 144 43 Gl
2. Literate (without ed.) 88 63 18 9
3. Matriculatlon and below 175 173 15 1
4. Above Matriculation 5 - A, i
1991 Census
1. Tlliterate 53 85 319 475
2. Literate (without ed.) 28 29 107 67
3. Matriculatlon and below {64 59 202 70 '
4. Above Matriculation l 1 4 30 19
2001 census
1. Iliterate | 11 16 27 479
2. Literate {without ed.) o o 38 30
3. Matriculatlon and below 22 B 430 233
4. Above Matriculation 3 ] 3l 10

Life Cycle and Related Customs

Birth: No ceremony is ohserved during the pregnancy of the woman. The usual prohi-
hition against the pregnant woman's husband’s doing such things as carrying a corpse,
putting on the roof of the house. cte. prevails in this caste also. Pregnant women are not
allowed to take certain harmful foods like papaya, Jappery and nuvvulu. When the women
show signs of approaching delivery, they make a vow to their familygod, and set apart &
small coin in carnest of a larger offering to be made in case of safe delivery. On the birth
of the child, 1t is washed and the navel cord s
cut by the midwife who generally happens to be the elderly wonian of the couple’s own
caste. The navel-string and the after birth are buried below the eves of the house. On the
third day, alittle milk is poured on the spot. Post-delivery pollution is observed for twenly
one days.

Puberty: When a girl attains puberty, she Is kept utside for eleven days and is not
allowed either to couch other persons or to enter the inner portion of the house. The
Pushpavathi (puberty rites) ceremony is celehrated on the last day.

Marriage: Earlier. pre-puberty marriages were common but at present aduit mar-
riage Is the norm. The marriageable age for boys and girls Is around 20 and 18 years
respeciively. Cross-cousin and uncle-niece marriages are common. Marriages also take
place between the groups with different surnames. Nowadays. a few coses of Intercaste
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marriages with Madigas. and Shakikarius Felamas can also be seen. Traditionally, mar-
ringes used to be celebrated for four days bt nowadays marriage celebrations last only
for one day. The marriage Is consummated either at the bride s ar the groom’s place. An
essential part of the ceremany is the simhasana pufa inwhich a heap of betel-leaves and
arecanuts with vibhuti balls are placed on a kambi at the four corners. In front af this is
placed the nudre or Insignia af Arulappa Saranarn which is a sacred symbol kept by the
head of the - caste and brought out only on such occastons. After Ihi In naiflng and
guarrying the warship Is over, the girls father gives her a hana {an amounr) called
Devarahana (god s money). This is subseguently used to prepare a tali which is tied 1o
her on the first day of the marriage. Divorce Is allowed on grounds of barrenness, ab-
sence of male children and Inpotency. The widowed and the divorced are allowed 1o
remarty.

Death: Their dead are buried, except in the case of pregnant women and lepers
whose bodies are cremated, Sutaka (death pottution) is observed for three days for the
death af any agnate. All except the pavents merely bathe after the death of a child. On the
third graveyard and put some fried grain mi k- and ghee on the childs grave.,

Ornaments
Bangles. tali or thali toe-rings are the marriage symbols for women.

Foods

The ghataka (faod prepared fromfowar and maize) Is their staple food. Some of them
alsa eat rice: tur and wrad are the common pulses. Mullangi fradish). carvot and gochi
feabhbage) are some af the vegetables consumed by them. The Gasargis are non-vegetar-
ians as well,

Traditional Qccupation

As recarded by Hassan (op.cit.) the Gosangi Is one of the casies of leather workers
and rope makers. Many people of this caste are also engaged as village watchmen and
musicians, The Gosangis were traditionally engaged as village servants especially for
the maintenance of the Sarkari pani (water ponds and thanks) in the village. They were
paid remuneration in kind.

Oeeupational Distribution

As Is evident from the table given below, the majority of Qosangi workers are now
engaged as agricultural labourers followed by cultivators. The remaining working force is
engaged in the household industries and In other services. Some of them are also em-
ployed in government service Singh 1993 568). The distribution of Gosangi workers In
different industrial categories. based on 1961-2001 censuses, is presented below:

Industrial Andhra Pradesh  Karnataka
Classification
M F M F

1961 census

Total workers: 24 11 - -
(i)  Cultivators 4 4 - -
(ii)  Aricultural labourers - - - -
(iif) In livestock, forestry,

fishing elc. - - - -
(iv} In mining and quarrying - - - -

(v} In manufacturing
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processing, servicing

and reparis 15 1 5 =
(vi) Others 5 6 = -

1971 census

Total workers: 14 10 3 -
(i)  Cultivators - 4 z &
(i) Aricultural labourers 2 3 - <
(iii) In livestock, forestry,

fishing etc. 3 - - .
(iv) In mining and quarrying - - i -
(v)  In manufacturing

processing, servicing

and reparis 9 3 - =
(vi) Others 5 .

1981 eensus

Total workers: 2119 1648 135 63
{(ivy  Cultivators 566 279 7 -
(i} Aricultural labourers 1262 1150 24 16
(iii) Inlivestock, forestry,

fishing ete. 25 3 14 =
{iv) In mining and quarrying 2 - - -
{v) In manufacturing

processing, servicing

and reparis 77 139 75 32
{vi) Others 187 37 63 13

1991 census

Total workers: 3235 3251 511 236
(i Cultivators 601 309 42 15
(iiy  Aricultural labourers 2026 2436 76 134
(i) In livestock, forestry,

fishing clc. 65 5 11 1
(iv) In mining and quarrying 16 3 2 0
(v) [In manufacturing

processing, servicing

and reparis g9 430 20 12
(vi) Others 438 68 300 74

2001 census

Total workers: 5381 5114 441 189
(i)  Cultivators 624 322 51 16
(i)  Aricullural labourers 28467 3237 28 72
{iii) House Hold Industries Wrks. 195 BE&S 0 0
(iv) Others 16935 670 362 101

OPY  eemoh



Indusirial neraia damil Nadu
Classification
M F M F

1961 census

Total workers: = 4 21 32
(i)  Cultivators 2 13 78
(1)  Aricultural labourers L i 3
(iify In livestock, forestry,

fishing etc. - - 1 .
{(iv)  In mining and quarrying " . 4
(v} In manufacturing

processing, servicing

and reparis - = 1 3
(vi}) Others - 2 . 1

1971 census

Total workers: 2 1 3 k
{iy  Cultivators = & _ 2
(i) Aricultural labourers 1 & 3 5
(itiy  In livestock, forestry,

fishing etc. - i 3 %
(iv)  In mining and quarrying & & _ 2
(v) In manufacturing

processing, servicing

and reparis - - n =
(vi) Others | 1 & x

1981 census

Total workers: 172 G0 11 3
() Cultivators ! " N y
(i)  Aricultural labourers 2 = 2 3
(1i1)  In livestoclk, forestry,

fishing ete. 56 19 2 z
(iv) In mining and quarrying < . "
(v} In manufacturing

processing. servicing

and reparis 67 30 1 .
(vi) Others 47 20 6 ’

1991 census

Total workers: 43 75 : =
(i  Cultivators 1 i
(ii}  Aricultural labourers 13 7
(iif) In livestock, forestry,

fishing etc. 4 2
{iv)  In mining and guarrying 1 4
(v} In manufacturing

processing, servicing

and reparis k! 30
(vi) Others 28 12
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2001 census

Total workers: 26 14 437 135
(i}  Cultivators 1 0 27 29
(i} Arncultural labourers 0 0 28 3l
(iii) House Hold Industries Wrks. 0 0 7 7
{iv) Others 25 14 375 48

Religious Beliefs and Practices

The Gosangis are Hindus by religion and Reja Rajeswarudu is their kida devudu
(patron deityl. Ancestor worship Is alse performed by them. Some of the Gosangis have
converted to Christianity. The Gosangis also pay reverence (o the poddesses Maramma
and Maranamma,

Important Festivals
Hindu festivals like Deepawali. Ugadi and Sankranthl are celchrated by them. They
have community specific folk-tales, The folklores and folk songs are sung by their women.

Status in Traditional Caste-Hierarchy

The Gosangis occupy the lowest and the most degraded position in the local caste-
hierarchy. They are ranked somewhere just below the Mala caste. As regards connuhial
norms, they give their daughters to the Malas. Traditionally. the touch of a Gosangi was
regarded as unclean by the high caste Hindus. Similarly, they were not expected to feich
water [rom the common village well used by the caste Hindus, However, such restrictions
do not seem 10 be observed rigidly at present times. The Gosangis accept food and water
fram the Reddys. Velamas, Sahukars. Balijas and also from the Malas, but they avoid
taking food and water from the hands of Madigas, Mangalis and Chakalis or Chakilians

structure of Social Control

Social contral is maintained by their tradltional caste Panchayat known as Kula
panchayat. it deals with intra-community matters such as adultery, rape and disrespect to
the traditional norms. The head of the Panchatjat is called peddaiah. The imposition of a
cash fine on the offenders/guilty persons and their excommunication are the forms of
punishment. The caste Panchayat also takes several measures for the welfare of the com-
munity.
Social Changes and Muabhility

The identity of Gosangis is not very clear al present as the earlier ethnographers have
identified them with various occupations. As painted out the people of this caste are called
Gosangis because of their occupation as caretakers of cattle. But others assert that their
traditional occupation is beef selling. Thurston op.cit.) Is of the opinion that the Gosangis
were mendicants for the Madigas. Yet, another ethnographer (Hassan 1990) described
them as leather workers and rope makers. In his recent ethnographic survey. Singh (1593:
568) states that the Gosangis were traditionally engaged as village servants espacially for
the maintenance of the waler ponds and tanks in the village neerugatti (or Sarkari Pani)
Therefore, whatever was the traditional occupation of the Gosangis, at present they are
engaged as village servants. Some of them are in government services. The 1981 Cesus
figures reveal that majority of the Gosangi workers are agricultural labourers and about
twenty three percent of their working force are cultivators. There has been little shift in
their occupational pursuil during the recent decades. The above account, thus. indicates
that there is an occupational mobility among the Gosangis and they are shifting towards
the primary sector of economy.

Their attitude towards formal education of their boys and girls [s positive. But their
literacy rate, according to 1981 Census. is only 8.34 per cent (14.56 per cent males and
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2.16 per cent females) which is much less than that of the Scheduled Castes In these

states. There has slight Increase in their literacy during the recent decades.
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