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The Secretary © 24/2/10, Mandal Para Lane,
Asiatic Saciety Calcutta-700050

1, Park Street 21.9.93

Calcutta - 700010

Sir,

I had been to Mandi in July 1993 in search of the history of
the kings of the Sen Dynasty after Lakshman Sen of Bengal. As
you know, Rup Sen, Lakshman Sen’s grandson moved to Punjab
and estahlished the town of Rupnagar which is now known as
Ropar. When the Sultan of Delhi attacked Rupnagar, Rup Sen
fell fighting in the battle field. His three sons withdrew to the
Himalayas. One of them, Bir Sen, went to Mandi along with his
courtiers, priests, astrologers and physicians who accompanied
the Sen Kings from Bengal and in successive battles he defeated
the local Ranas and chiefs and built a mighty state which he and
his descendants ruled for centuries till the abolition of monarchy
in India after achievement of independence.

Many manuscripts written in old Bengali script on Ayurved,
Astrology and Durga Puja rituals etc., are being found in Mandi
even today. The loyal Bengali scholars and professionals who
accompanied the Sen Kings in their sojourn must have used these
manuscripts. But since they married local wives who did not
speak Bengali but local dialects of Hindi. Their children and
successors gradually forgot and the present generation cannot read
the old Bengali manuscripts at all. Hence, some of these
manuscripts were recently found to have been thrown away by
some families who might have considered these were of no use
to anybody, Sir Chandramani Kashyap, a retired school teacher,
has saved many such manuscripts from destruction and he is trying
to preserve these old and worn out manuscripts of palm leaf as
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own. All these go to demonstrate that language, religion, customs
and culture are extra - somatic. A man is not born with any
language, religion or culture, but he acquires these from the family,
society and the environment in which he is nourished after his
birth or migration. These perishing manuscripts, are thus,
invaluable for research scholars.

T request you to kindly extend a helping hand to the
Himachal Lok Samskriti Samsthan. Their registration certificate
and a letter from Sri Chandramani Kashyap dated 8.9.93 are
enclosed for your perusal and further communication with them.

Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

Dr, B. Chakravarti
Life Member, Asiatic Society,
Cilcutta - 700 016
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