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Mr.Speaker : Who is to finance?

Dr.R.Naganagouda : We can get plenty of finance from the co-operative movement, if the actual
workers are the members. For instance there is a Marketing Society for jaggery producers. The
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AGRICULTURE IN BELLARY DISTRICT
By

Dr.R.Nagan Gouda Msc.ph.d

The Seven taluks of Bellary now transferred to Mysore State are populated by Kannadigas Who
are sturdy agriculturists. They are noted for their hard work, sincerity and simple life. These seven
taluks more or less form the western division of the district having a large area of mixed and red soils
except in Bellary and Hadagali taluks, where black soils predominate. Sandur and kampili hill ranges are
the two predominant hill ranges in the area and in them granite, gneiss, hornblend, ferruginous and
silions and schists prevail. In these rocks abundant mineral deposits are available. There are large

deposits of iron in the Sandur hills.

The principal rivers are the Tungabhadra, Hagari and Pennar, all taking their source in Mysore
State. In the forests of Sandur teak, Sandal and Yepi or Iron wood(handwic Binata) grow. Though dry
and having facilities for cattle rearing, there are no strong breeds of cattle. The area has its
characteristic breed of buffaloes have a white patch between the horns and at the switch of the tail. The
sheep are either black or black and white wool bearing type. These sheep are hardly and are akin to
the Mysore sheep. The area is noted for its cotton tape weaving, cotton blankets, hand printing of
textiles, brassware pot-stone articles, wooden toys, wood carving and other industries. Exquisitely
carved wooden doorways are made by the Hindu and Muhammadan artisans in and around Bellary. The
district produces the "western” cotton, a coarse cotton largely in demand for its strength. Other products

are vegetable oils like groundnut, castor and safflower oil.

Being largely rainfed, dry crops predominate. Cholam and Korra are the chief cereal crops.
Among pulses horsegram is largely grown. Among commercial crops, cotton, sugarcane and groundnut

are most important.

The agriculture of the region divides itself into wet and dry. The dry cultivation further varies

with the nature of the soil whether black or mixed or red. The wet lands form a small proporation of the



total cultivated area, being mainly irrigated from channels from the Tungabhadra and other rivers and a
few tanks. The principal wet crops are paddy and sugarcane. Sugarcne is grown in rotation with paddy.
It was introduced long while ago and has been successfully grown by the farmers resulting in the
establishment of a Sugar Factory at Hospet. Bellary jaggery is noted for its sweetness and keeping

quality. On the dry lands Cholam, Korra, Horsegram, Cotton, Caster, Niger and Safflower are grown.

The area comprising the seven taluks of the Bellary District nhow being transferred to Mysore
State is roughly 24.5 lakhs of acres which nearly 15 lakhs of acres are cultivated. The chief grain crop
is cholam which occupies nearly 6 lakhs of acres, and korra 1.6 lakhs of acres. Cotton and groundnut,

the chief money crops, occupy nearly 2.5 lakhs of acres each.

The area under paddy is comparatively small but wih the progress of cultivation under irrigation
in Tungbhadra area. large areas under paddy and long staple cottons with staple of nearly one inch are
likely to be cultivated is H.1. introduced by the agricultural Department. But recently the long stapled

variety 'Lakshmi’ which is derived from Cambodia is getting popular.

Sugarcane is also another important money crop in the District and a factory with the capacity
of 800 tons is working in Hospet. It is likely more factories under co-operative efforts are likely to be

started in the remaining area under the Tungabhadra scheme.

The area now irrigated under canals, tanks and beds, is only 16,000 acres. With the availability
of water under the Tungabhadra Dam the scope of irrigation will be considerable and this will promote a
greater expansion of cultivation of garden crops and in increasing the general prosperity of the district.
Experiments conducted at the Siruguppa Agricultural Station have demonstrated the possibility of
cultivating number of crops under limited supply of irrigation while the fear formerly entertained of
alkalinity due to rise of salts has been disproved. While in the Hingari season, it is possible to cultivate.
Such crops as Hyderbad American cotton, Wheat. Chillies, maize and onions, it is possible to have a

Hingari and Mungari rotation of cereals and pulses which give moderate profits per acre.



A cultivated area of about 15 lakhs of acres is being comprised in the 7 lakhs now under
transfer to Mysore and with the early release of Tungabhadra waters, this will form a rich legacy for the

future prosperity of the region both in agriculture and industries.
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