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KODAGU PRAJAVEDIKE P &0 SRIEMN T FsITeRNT

To, ;
M. Venkatachalaiah, The Chairman, Nationai Commission to review the working of the Constitution V.B. Annex,

Moulana Azad Margh, N. D. - li

Sir, :

A handful of people are trying to create an opinion about Coorg which is centrary to facts.
Prajavedike of Coorg wishes to piovide the foliowing clarification.

When the separatists tried to observe Coorg Bundh it was a total failure in Somwarpet Taluk.
There was a mixed reaction in Madikeri Taluk. The Taluk Panchayat Members of Madikeri Taiuk
took a unanimous resolution in their meeting that Coorg should remain a part of Karnataka and
that it shouldn't go separate. All the representatives of the people ajso deciared their willingness
to follow this lead. . _

The reality of Virajpet Taluk, the so-called stronghold of the separatists, is very different. Even
though the bundh appeared to be a success, it was merely because of money-power rather than

' peoples involvement. This point becomes clear if we examine the details of caste statistics of this
Taluk. The schedule caste and tribai paople, 27101 in number; aren't asking for a separate state.
Vokkaligas, Lingayats, Christians and Muslims, who are 32029 strong, have opposed separatism.
Could the separatists expect the support of Malayalis and Tamilians, 24178 strong, whom they
consider outsiders? Of the 33910 who speak the Kodava language, two thirds from the:'communities
like Heggade, Iri, and Amma Kodavas are with Prajavedike. 7335 people — Brahmins, Bunts,

Billavas aren't demanding a separate state. Among the' Kodavas, the families that supported the .

Late C. M. Poonacha or even, his admirers are not with the separatists. :

Moreover, Coorg is still not a separate cultural unit as present was carved out merely for the
conveniences of the British rule during 1834. Under the leadership of Doddaveeraraja a group
that supported the British got together. Virajpet was built in the forests which were a grant and a
result of the 1792 Mysore pact. The Nalkunadu palace was built in 1795. What is very remarkable
is that there are no traces or remains of any palaces supposedly belonging to the so called
earlier rulers of Coorg. Amara Sullia and Elu Savira.Seeme which were under Tipu's rule were
added to Coorg after Tipu's death. That these aren't at all emotionally part of Coorg was only too
evident from their responses to the separatists bundh.

The people of Shanivarsanthe border areas have expressed their desire to go with the Hassan
District while on the other side the people of Sampaje and Peraje border areas have expressed
their desire to go with the Dakshina Kannada District. The co-existence of a variely of cultures
being the uniqueness of Ccorg, the Coorg identity wili be lost without a trace if the people of
Bayaluseeme and Karavali go their separate ways. Therefore Prajavedike.is hoping to retain
~ Coorg as a district that respects the co-existerice of these various cultures.

< Some people appear to evince a transitory interest in the idea of a separate Coorg state with
the expectation that it might then get adequate recognition and preferentiai treatment since Coorg
does not get in return the recognition it deserves in answer to the revenue it offers to the
Gavernment. But when the Coorgis fiving outside Coorg seem to lose their stature as a reaction
tolthis the separatists demand, there was a complete transformation even in these people as
evidenced by the total failure of the movement for non payment of Taxes, as aiso by the defeat
continuously suffered by the politicians who maintain links with the separatists.

In the recent assembly election held in September 1999 the separatists couid not field a
candidate. Surprisingly, when the candidates of three constituencies of Coorg were interviewed
by the press, none of them were'in support of a separate state for Coorg except on independent
candidate who lost his deposit. We are herewith enclosing photocopies of reports from Kannada
newspapers in support of the above. :
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Both on behalf of Prajavedike as also on behalf of the large majority of Coorg, we wish to
urge'that Coorg should be retained as a district of Karnataka, i.e. as it is at present, and that the
windy arguments of the separatists who represent nong but themselves should be overlooked.

Yours sincerely, .
_ N. S. Deviprasad, Hon. President, Kodagu Prajavedike
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