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V.T. KALE

A creative man’s expression talent comes out in a big way with
his continuous mastery, if he is provided with encouragement and
opportunities. Such persons are very rarely seen. In every field,
generally the number of such achievers is not small who have
been concentrating all their fortitude at one place and climbing the
stairs of success. But we have very few people who have acquired
proficiency in different fields and actively contributed for the
expanding of the hotizon of those different fields. The highlighting
name of a person with such rare multifaceted personality among
the Karnataka’s artists of elder generation is V.T.Kale.

V.T.Kale is residing at Sandur of Bellary District. With reference
to contemporary art, he has been identified in various fields
remarkably as an artist, art teacher, art writer, sculpture, musician,
drama director, actor, make-up artist. Here is an introduction of
V.T.Kale and his art.

CHILDHOOD CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

Venkatesha Tulajaram Kale is the eighth son of a poor agricultural
family of Tulajaram Kale and Bharamavva of Hunagunda, Bagalkot
District born in 1934. Now, Venkatesha Tulajaram Kale is famous
as V.T.Kale. It was difficult for his father to maintain a big family
of 10 sons and 2 daughters. The income generated out of the
twenty-one acres of dry land was insufficient, because the dry
land cultivation was depending on indefinite rains and repeated
drought was another cause. The people were in trouble though
this area had Panchanadi’s. It continues even today. So in order
to feed the growing children, they had to work hard at different
places. In such a situation, Venkatesh was lucky enough to get an
occasion to go to school. It was the result of the ambition of
their elder brother to see that all their younger brothers are educated.
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He studies till fifth standard at Hunagund. During this period his
mother passes away. All shift to Gadag as brother Bheema Rao
was working at Gadag, In the year 1944, their father passes away
due to illness. The family experiences severe shock. Brother
Bheemarao was working in a cap shop called “Jai Bharat Cap
Mart”. He was forced to shoulder the responsibility of the entire
family. Under the shelter of this brother, Kale completes his
education from sixth to High School. Kale suddenly got inclined
towards painting while leading the life with great difficulty.

INCLINATION TOWARDS PAINTING

While living in Gadag, Shri M.C.Munavalli was their neighbour
who used to do pictures through Powder Finishing. Little Kale
who used to observe this, got inclined towards it. Everyday
while Munavalli was painting, Kale used to look to it with curiosity,
stand and watch till it is completed or when free use to sit closely
and watch. Thereafter, after returning home, try to paint in the

same manner. Unknowingly, Kale’s dormant mind got attracted

* towards this art. One day Shri Munavalli looked at the pictures

made by Kale surprisingly. Impressed by the abundant zeal and
interest the boy had for painting, the boy was introduced to
Kalaguru Shri TP.Akki. Shri Akki recognizes the hidden talent.
From that day in the life of Kale, a new chapter of Art was
unveiled.

August 15th, 1947, India became Independent. That day is very
well remembered by Kale who was a boy then. In Gadag,
Primary School Head Master Siddaramashetty, was also a Freedom
Fighter. On the day India got Independence, in the midnight,
Siddaramashetty went round delightedly and hoisted the National
Flag of India. Having such a team of pattiotic Teachers, Kale
also had the feelings of noble aim, sacrifice in his mind, which are
reflected in his paintings in the coming days.

TRAVELLING FOR ART

Kale, who got admitted at Municipal High School, Gadag to
study eighth standard in the year 1948 got the guidance of famous
Art teacher Shri T.P.Akki. With this, it can be said that Kale’s
future was settled. Contribution of Shri T.P.Akki was incomparable,
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for, from the days of his schooling to till Kale became a famous
artist, Shri T.PAkki was responsible for all the hardships, happiness,

desires, unworthy things, etc.,

Those were the days of great hardship for Kale. He felt that the
earth he was standing on was collapsing and these were the days
of test of ability, strength and power. It was a coincidence that
Kale found a teacher like Shri T.P.Akki who made him walk
through the path of darkness. Shri T.P.Akki liked the students
very much. For talented students he was prepared to do anything,
help to any extent. Even now their students say that to be a
student of Shri T.P.Akki is good fortune of oneself.

On hearing the name of Shri T.P.Akki, V.T.Kale becomes excited.
“I am the child brought up by Akki teacher. He was not just a
teacher for me, he was my part of God. I have received lot of
love and affection more than my parents, friends, and relatives.
Very rarely one gets to know such a person. The way he brought
up many talented students like me is amazing to know. Akki’s
affection for students is such. For the welfare of his students he
did not mind spending his Provident Fund amount, pledging his
wife’s necklace. I was helped to go to Mumbai for studies. He
is a great man who lived sacrificing everything for the upliftment
of his students.” These words of Kale about Akki tell us how
much Akki was respected by his students. Kale has imbibed such

behaviour of his teacher.

ART EDUCATION

Kale who had developed taste for Art, selected Art education.
He passed out of Elementary and Inter-mediate Drawing Grade
examinations at Municipal High School of Gadag. Then
Government of Mumbai was conducting these examinations in
which Kale secured Rank and Prizes.

During this period, brother Bheemarao who was supporting the
family, passed away. At this stage, V.A.Angadi, proptietor of Jai
Bharat Cap Mart, comes to support them. Shri Kale is encouraged
by asking him not to go to anybody for help, he can go to his
shop for any kind of support. In the year 1952, he successfully
completed the Government Diploma Examination in Drawing
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from Sir J.J. School of Art. During those days, students of
Karnataka had to go to Mumbai for writing the examination.
Kale faced financial problem while going to Mumbai. Kale still
remembers how his intimate teachers B.S.Chavan, D.FPatl and
Kalwadamatt collected money from people and helped him go
to Mumbai. Shri T.P.Akki, bought him paper, colours and gave

him money to go to Mumbai. His studies went on amidst such

difficult days.

TEACHER’S PROFESSION

V.T.Kale’s profession can be seen in two stages. First stage
commences at Gadag and the second stage ends at Sandur. His
profession can be seen in this backdrop. Foundation strengthens
the building. The grandeur of the building salutes the foundation.
T.P.Akki laid the foundation to Kale’s Art education. Kale, who
is elevated with reputation, feels the usefulness in saluting his teacher
who laid the foundation. With this backdrop their profession

commenced.

In the year 1952, Kale commenced his profession at Vijaya
Kalamandira, where he had his education. Kale served here as an
Art teacher dll 1964 during which period he was very much liked
by his students. He had love, affection, fellow-feeling towards
students but was very strict while teaching. Students felt that
learning Nature, Portrait, Sketching, mixing, from Kale was a
pride and a symbol of fulfillment. The way he taught was
interesting. Students were inspired by his Mixing of colours, use
of brush, use of Palate, method adopted in preparing sketches
using pencil, etc.,, During the same time, V.T.Kale passed the
Inter-mediate Modeling Examination of Government of
Karnataka. His student Dr.B.K.Hirematt still remembers the way
he taught the technique of art, easily grasped by the students and
the lessons related to the History of Art, which were informative.
Above all this, he was very much inspired as he had the opportunity
to teach in the Art School where he had leatnt once. Vijaya
Kalamandira was the place of learning and the place of teaching
for him which pave way to his forthcoming Artistic life. While
teaching his skilful brush painted thousands of art pieces.
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Several students have secured Ranks in different State level
examinations, participated in several exhibitions and have won
prizes. Contribution of Kale in this achievement of students is
recognizable. He is an illustration of the statement - A teacher
should be 2 good friend, guide and philosopher. Many a students
remember the way he dedicated his experiences as a good friend,
good guide and a philosopher. At this juncture, Shri T.PAkki,
started a subsidiary of Vijaya Kalamandira called Vijaya Natya
Sangha, for his Drama Amateur students like V.T.Kale,
M.].Vachedamatt, L.G.Handigol, H.N.Hoogar. To get familiarized
with the Stage equipments, Scripting of Drama, Acting and
Direction, Akki sent Kale to Professional Drama Company. On
his return, along with Art, he developed the Vijaya Natya Sangha
by playing and directing several dramas.

During the year 1960 Kale got married. His family started growing.
The responsibility of his brother’s family was his. He performs
the duty of taking care of his sister-in-law and brother’s daughter.
In the meantime, the student’s strength at Vijaya Kalamandira was
not considerable as this Art School was not provided with any
Government aid. Akki had difficulty in maintaining this Art School.
So Kale was forced to go the Sandur. After few days, during
1964 he started working as Art teacher in Residential School of
Sandur in Bellary District. He continues to spend his retired life
in Sandur after his retitement in the year 1992.

He spent most part of his life in Sandur involving in Art activities,
drawing art pieces. This is the second stage of his profession.
Kale still remembers the days of his joining the English medium
school at Sandur, learning English to teach Art in English, and the
effort that were put in during the earlier days.

DAYS OF RETIREMENT

For a person with always in motion personality, actual life begins
after retitement. They feel that profession is an entanglement for
continuous expression of personal feelings. This is aptly applicable
to Kale.

V.T'Kale, on retirement from service in the year 1992 as an Art

teacher, Shri Ghorpade retained him in the organization for five
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more years. During this period, some important art pieces were
got done by Kale and preserved in the palace. “Now after
retirement, I am finding more time paint. Little time available
while in service was not enough for painting. Now while engaged
in painting, I am aware of the tme at all” says Kale.

After painting his little grandchildren make him forget the tiredness
of happiness. Kale by heart likes to mingle with little ones to chat
and play.

Venkatesh Tulajaram Kale’s is a happy family with his wife Smt.
Kashibai, sons - Karthik, Kashinath, Shrinath and six daughters.
Kale provided good education to their children to make them
good citizens of the country. Karthik is B.Com., with PG Diploma,
Kashinath has acquired A.M.G.D. and Shrinath has obtained B.EA.
degree. Like their father, all have embraced painting. Already
they have been recognized as young artists both at State and
National level.

Kale believes in the theory “Art is not for Art, for the Society”
and has designed a pro-society lifestyle. 1 have seen various
organizations, people waiting to get their art pieces done through
Kale. Kale, working continuously after retitement has good
health. Limited food, walking, company of good friends, good
habits have made him look younger.

Kale’s participation is certain in every cultural activity of Sandur.
The programme shall have his guidance. His creative mind would
have worked in a different way. Kale has beautified his life by
living with the people of the society. By friending with many
scholars he has acquired knowledge in various fields. This
knowledge has extended to different areas.

His life style says that ripened age, the experience are converted
mysticism. An organized study of his works has to be done in

this direction.

Though engaged in Art work setiously, he is away from publicity.
He has been an achiever by spreading the fragrance of Art through
pictures, acting and literature. He is a disciplined soldier. He is

perfect in all the work he does. Likewise, Kale is a stubborn man
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and good friend too. His friendship has been extended from
children to aged people. It is amazing to see that all sections of
the society respect his achievement.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

V.T.Kale’s life is dedicated to Art. His service to Art, activities are
several. He has been organizing children’s painting competitions
for Primary and Middle School children, National and International
level children competitions, State level Art examinations every
year. With this he has been continuously organizing Taluk level Art
Exhibidon competitions.

Kale has been participating in the State, National level workshops,
symposiums, Art workshops as an Artist, an expert and has shared
his experiences and also created excellent pieces of art. Few of

them can be mentioned here.

Senior Artists Art workshop held at Hampi in 1981, World
Kannada Conference held at Mysore in 1983, Contemporaneous
Art workshop at Madikeri in 1993, Number of Art workshops
of Lalithakala Academy, recent Art workshop at Sanehalli, near
Hosadurga, has created art pieces at Hubli, Dharwad, Madikeri,
Gadag, Mysore, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Bijapur, Beelagi, Sandur,
Mumbai and several other places. Apart from creating Art pieces,
he has played an important role in Art review, Art Exhibition,
Development of Art, etc,,

He has been the Judge for several competitions at State and
National level, organizér of Art Confetences, Art Workshops, Art
Exhibitions, an examiner, evaluator, and inspector for the Higher
Art examinations of Karnataka Secondary Education Examination
Board. There is no room for any comments from anybody
about his performance.

WORKS OF KALE

Good actions immaculates the mind, Good thoughts immaculates
the knowledge, thoughts of experience immaculates the intentions,
ecstasy immaculates the soul. Likewise, lot of importance is given
to the food which is 2 body nourisher, but ecstasy that is a soul
nourisher is neglected. This is possible through fine arts like
media. Many art pieces of Kale reply to the above questions.
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V.T.Kale more interested in working on academic style art, is

basically trained systematically. This can be seen from his works.

Kale’s works can be divided into eight types -
1. Portraits & Photographs

Pictures of God

Mixing pictures

Natural sceneries

Replica of Wall paintings

Creative pictures of Modern Art

Line Drawing

00 Sl e O § i LD

Sculptures
These can be detailed as below.

1. PORTRAITS & PHOTOGRAPHS

Kale has found remarkable feasibility in Portraits and Photographs.
Kale has brought out the personality of the person along with the
portrait he painted on the canvas. This shows the proficiency
Kale has in this field.

Though Kale has made the portraits and photographs through
colour and lines, one can see the concern for man, human relations,
values and traditions of life. He has portrayed great men, saints,
elders and people of excellence. Few portraits are made having
those people as model and few made by looking at their
photographs. Portraits of great men like Buddha, Basavanna ate

made by his imagination which is noticeable.

Kale had made the portraits of Buddha, Basavanna, Ambedkar,
Siddharuda and Gurunatharuda of Hubli, Shri Channabasaveshwara
of Gangavathi and many others. Along with these, with
commercial background, he has painted several varicties of
portraits. He has portrayed many of Shri M.Y.Ghorpade’s family
people, which can be seen at their residence. Pandit Panchakshari
Gawai’s portrait at their Ashram, Sandur’s Viraktamatt,
Basaveshwara’s as Prabhuswamy’s mutt, several life size portraits
at the residence of H.G.Ramulu are others. Several portraits are
seen at Channabasaveshwara Swamy Mutt at Gangavathi. Kale

has portrayed some 60 portraits at the Goshala of Jaisingapura.
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At the residence of H.G.Ranganagowda of Hospet also Kale’s
works can be seen. Some of the miracle men’s portraits of Kale
has been printed in colour by K.N.Kabadi of Gadag. Three-four
patterns of Tinthini Mouneshwara portrayed by Kale has been
printed in colour by a Publisher of Hatti. Many other publishers
have published Kale’s works. Portrait of a Judge and his wife of
St. Loius Park of USA, made by Kale is at their residence. Portraits
made by Kale is spread all over the world, which has to be

documented in an organized way.

2. PICTURES OF GOD

Kale’s picutres of God are made with commercial background.
Kale’s creativity can be seen in his works like Akkamahadevi,
Mouneshwara, Veerashiva Mahavriksha, Renukadevi, Banashankari
and many others. His wotk “Varuna” which draws the attention
is painted with wash technique [the speciality of this technique is
to smear the paint first, then wash it and paint on it again and
again]. God Varuna is seen with four hands holding Shankha,
Chakra, Kamala and Kalasha, sitting in Padmasana posture and
travelling in a chariot with seven swans put together. The attractive
posture, smile, Godly lustre and the ritualistic size shows how
learned is Kale.

Kale has painted the pictures of seties of Gods of Vedic times.
Apart from Surya, Agni, Varuna, Vayu, Indra and other Gods,
other important pictures of motherly Gods like Vaishnavi,
Maheshwari, Koumari, Aaindri, Bramhi, Chandi, Varahi, Naatrasimhi

and others are noteworthy.

Pictures of Gods painted by Kale are spread all over the country.
The residence of Shri M.Y.Ghorpade accommodates the pictures
of Dattatreya, Kamakshi, Satyanarayana, Shti Kumaraswamy of
Sandur, Parvathidevi, Palaniyappan and others. Panchakshari Gawai
Mutt of Gadag, Virakta Mutt of Sandur, Prabhuswamy Mutt,
Channabasaveshwara Mutt of Gangavathi, Goshala of Jaisingapura,
residence of H.G.Ranganagowda of Hospet also have
accommodated the paintings of Kale. The colour painting of
Sahasratjuna Devata made for Sahasrarjuna Kshatriya Samaja of
Gadag’s Somavamsha, is the first valuable work in the country to
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get published. Kale has painted hundreds of varieties of God’s
portraits for the commercial media and he continues to do so.

-

3. COMPOSITIONS

This category of Kale’s pictures can be divided into two parts -
Ragamala pictures and Subject based pictures.

RAGAMALA PICTURES : The tradition of Ragamala pictures in
our country dates back to ancient time. More details about
Ragamala are available in Vishnudharmothara, Samarangana
Soothradhara Tomes. It tells how an artist should scholarly picturise
his work. It says, the engrossment created in a viewer should be
similar to the one that is created in listening to a best music. Later
during the Rajputs regime special series of Ragamala pictures have
been painted. Apart from Rajasthani, Kangra, Basoli, Bundi,

Medara, it is seen in the South, during the
“n” (mozeg) / “Ga” (Gaandhara)

times of the Sultans of Bijapur, Kings of

Mysore, Tanjore Nayakas and others
Ragamala pictures have been painted.

|

.l

Ragamala picture means, painting a picture |

in such a way that the feeling of a viewer ‘

while viewing a particular picture should E

be similar to the engrossment created in I.

listening to a particular raga of music. 1

Every raga has its own speciality, which |

should reflect in the pasteurization of those |
ragas.

Late Dr. M.V.Minajagi is the first to paint
the Ragamala pictures. V.T.Kale is
continuing the tradition. He has painted
the selected ragas excepting those selected
by Minajagi. To paint a Ragamala picture,
one should possess the knowledge of
music. Then alone an effective Ragamala
picture can be created. Kale is not just a
painter, but also has the knowledge of
music. Vijaya Kalamandira had a music
department. Company of Rajeev
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Purandare, Basavaraj mansoor, Marola Ramanna, Pandit
Panchakshari Swamy Mathigatti, Vittalsa Kabadi and other musicians
made this painting possible. Few of the famous Ragamala picutres
ate - Raga Bageshree, Raga Basanth, Raga Dhanashree, Raga Kedar,
Raga Darbari Kanada, Raga Bhairavi. Likewise, picturisation of
every note, Kale has contributed rare paintings to the cultural
wortld. Here everybody is attracted by his deep knowledge and
the way he has used the brush.

Like Ragamala pictures based on ragas, he has also proved that
he is an artist inclined towards philosophy, by painting pictures
based on it. Based on the Indian philosophy, a day is divided into
4 Praharas - Usha, Diva, Sandhya and Nisha. Based on each
Prahara, he has painted a picture. This depicts the extremity of
his imagination. In these pictures, the feeling experienced during
that Prahara is very well captured. Also variety of colours also
gives a different feeling,

SUBJECT BASED PAINTINGS : V.T.Kale has painted many
composition pictures based on each of the subjects. Few important
works are - Death, Picnic Party, The Goats, Chandra Manchake
Ba Chakori [23053,2>0t38 e e380¢D], Discard, Pranayakke Modalu
[B,e9038, Spwen], Aashwasanegala Shilubeyalli [&29,73N¢
den230DE) |, Umar Khayyam, The Tradition, Mad after the Moon,
etc.

“z555033,8 G ¢ / Main Arch of Dharmasthala ‘Kale’s composition works superficially

D  appeats to be continuation of the tradition,

| but on looking at it minutely, there appears

i

a contemporary touch. In his works Ajanta,
Rajput and Bengali painting technique can
be densely recognized. In few of his works,
Kale also admits that he is influenced by
Bengali artists like Abdul Rehman Chugtai,
Kshitindranath Majumdar,

4. NATURE PAINTINGS
Painting natural scenery exactly, is generally
western style. But expressing the feelings

after experiencing the nature’s beauty is the
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Indian Art tradition. Though Kale’s nature painting style is western,
the impact of Indian ness can be seen when he paints that scene
after enjoying it, makes suitable changes, altering the figure while

composition, welding the anxiety of the mind.

Locally, K.Venkatappa, N.Hanumaiah are famous for their style
of painting nature. Venkatappa usually painted naturally with
water colour and Hanumaiah opted for oil paint medium which
tickled the feelings in his paintings. V.T.Kale’s nature pictures
appears in a romantic way. This is how it is different from the

above two eldet’s pictures.

Nature paintings is one of the areas of interest of Kale. His style
of brush smearing, colour mixing, adjustment of size, selection
of location and other aspects show that he is a great nature
painter. Among his paintings, the Main arch of Dharmasthala
[=F3 ¢80 ®%ewme,0], Mansthamba of Shravanabelagola
[8Fcaeddrindd S5=7,083], Scene of Chandragiti [2303,N00D &3],
Scene of Indragiri, beautiful locations of Sandur and around,
beautiful scenes of Madikeri, Beaches of Goa are important.
Stone chariot of Hampi, Kamal Mahal, Watch Tower, Jain Mandir
and Harishankar Gutti Fort of Sandur are few oil paintings which

can be named.

Beautiful scenes of Beaches of Goa can be seen at Vijaya
Kalamandira, Gadag. These are oil paintings painted on cardboard.
In one of the pictures, on one side is the vast blue coloured
ocean. Ups and downs of wave, floating ships, freely flying birds
in the blue sky, white clouds are created. On the other side is the
green coloured bank of the olcean, tall coconut trees full of
coconuts making us feel that the trees are touching the sky, variety
of plants and tendrils are painted. This is very natural. Here the
lines are not important, but the coloured lines slashed by the brush

make us feel that it has completed the objects.

5. REPLICA OF WALL PATNTINGS
V.T.Kale, by replicating the wall paintings depicting the old tradition,

has made an attempt to pteserve the wall paintings to the next

generation.
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. W.eUT. £olerd,of /
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

In the year 1978, when K.K.Hebbar was the Chairman of State
Lalithakala Academy, V.T.Kale was appointed to replicate the wall
paintings of Shravanabelagola along with S.S.Kukke,
Y.Subramanyaraju, M.A.Chetty, S.R.Swamy, S Kalappa. This team
was selected to beautfully replicate the deterior-ating wall paintings.

In the year 1982, M.E.Guru Subramanyaraju, M.S.Chandrashekar
and V.T.Kale replicated the wall paintings of Shri
Revanasiddeshwara Temple, Sira in Tumkur District, for the
Academy. It is important to note that the original features of the
wall paintings are carried over to the replica.

6. CREATIVE PICTURES OF MODERN ART

Kale has painted innumerable creative paintings of Modern Art.
Apart from studying Indian and Foreign Art History, he has also
studied the modern art theories. Hence, he has done new
experiments while painting modern art. The subject, intention,
style and technique of Kale’s work of modern art is clubbed with
contemporary thinking. In the context of traditional and
contemporary stages, Kale has been working according to the
time and situation. Several abstract pictures seties has been formed
here. Here Kale has used various contemporary techniques suitably.

7. LINE DRAWING

Kale’s line drawing art form forms a subject for special study.
His line drawings can be divided into two types. One is paintings
being done during the study period and for daily practice. Other
one is preparing the sketch for a colour painting. He has provided
line drawing and front page colour pictures to innumerable books,
thousands of line drawing for the text books published by
Government of Karnataka. Hundreds of line drawing provided
to “Togalu Gombeyata” artists in the traditional style are very

popular. He has a great name in line drawing.

8. SCULPTURES

Kale is not just a painter, he is 2 good sculpture too. He has
created sculptures with Cement, Clay, Plaster of Paris medium.

His sculptures are of two types - embossing on a plaque and

three dimensional sculptures. His important works include
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Ambedkar, Basavanna, Heads of Mutts, Saints, Noble people. A
separate study of all these is essential.

V. T.KALE AS A WRITER

Ardsts being good writers is very rare. Kale belongs to such rare
category. Ravindranath Tagore, PR.Tippeswamy, Dr.B.K.Hirematt
have been good writers apart from being good artists. With this
background, Kale has written different types of literature, which
discloses his multifaceted personality. Kale’s literature can be divided
into [1] Art Literature and [2] Drama literature.

ART LITERATURE

Artists being good writers is very rare. Of late few young artist
researchers have obtained Doctorates and engaged in writing art
literature. During the olden days, writing art literature by artists
was a surprising act. Artists like Kale only can do such adventures.

Kale’s literature can be divided into Art, History of Art, Art
Education, Editing, Life Pictures and a detailed study can be

cartied out.

His first book was “Chitrakala Parichaya”. This gives lot of
information to Art students, Art teachers and people interested to
know about Art. This is one of the best books brought out on
study of art and even today it is a guiding book.

“Chitrakala Darpana” is another important book. This contains
brief details about History of Art, Art Education, Equipments of
Art, Different types of Art forms of other Countries, Artists
works, different technical words along with meaning and

explanation, method of teaching art. This is published by
Karnataka Lalithakala Academy.

He was a member of the Editorial Committee of massive book
“Kalakosha” published by the Karnataka Lalithakala Academy.
For Karnataka Lalithakala Academy he has written three books on
the life and works of “S.M.Pandit”, “Shivananda T.Akki”,
“T.P.Akki” which are noteworthy.

DRAMA LITERATURE

He has written full length Drama, One Act Play and Opera. Few
of them are -
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Drama : “Chikkamma” [this was enacted 50 times at Vijaya
Kalamandira, Gadag, with the financial assistance of Central
Government], “Sangeetha Samrat”, “Raktabhisheka”, “Lava-
Kusha”, “Hennigondu Nele Taligondu Bele”, “Bhakta Meera”,
“Bhakta Purandaradasa”, “Buddam Sharanam Gachhami”, “
Vijayanagara”, “Shri Devi Mahatme”, “Nari Munidare Mari”,
“Santha Kabir”, etc.,

One Act Plays : “Veshadhari”, “Aliya”, “Mavana Aasti”’, “Ondu
Hotteya Kole”, “After-all Katte Kattene”, “Galigopura”, “Immadi
Proudaraya Vybhavam”[this was enacted at the Diamond Jubilee
of National Level Public School Conference, New Delhi] named
Bayalata is also penned by him.

Opera : “Supriye”, “Amaraphala”, “Dashavatara”, “Pallavi”,
“Karnataka Nandadeepa”. Apart from this as a poet he has
composed many Bhavageete, Devotional and Patriotic songs and

also taken entry into stage also. All his dramas have been enacted.

ACTOR, DIRECTOR, THEATRE PERSONALITY

Since several years, Kale has been serving the theatre in the capacity
of Actor, Director, Make up artist. He has obtained two years
special training at Gubbi Company, Panchakshari Gawai Company,
Mrudadeva Gawai Company and Nyamati Shanthappa Company.
His attachment with the theatre needs to be discussed separately.
All these activities of Kale is restricted to the stage of Vijaya
Kalamandira of Gadag and Boarding School of Sandur. Here
his art is discussed in detail and his life history is in brief.

KALE’S ACADEMIC SERVICE

Kale is not just an artist, an art teacher, art critic, he has proved
that he is a multifaceted personality by serving in other areas too.
Service rendered as an artist for the Text Books of Government

of Karnataka, as an artist and a resource person at the revision

i \-',.

work of Primaty School syllabus at Karnataka State Educational

Directorate and Training Centre, as an artist and a resource person

for the Text books of Informal Education are noteworthy. He

has also worked at the significant educational project of Central
Government as an artist, resource person for training the artists

are other important posts held by him.



He was the member of State Advisory Committee of Central
Government Project [CAPE], member of Karnataka Lalithakala
Academy, member of the New Syllabus Committee of
Government of Karnataka, where he struggled to include art
education in to the syllabus. He has utilized all the opportunities
available to him to provide a prominent place to art in the
curriculum. The concern and the intetest he had in the Art Syllabus

of New Education Polity is commendable.

In total, V.T.Kale is a noteworthy artist, sculpture, art teacher, art
writer, dramatist, musician of our Navya, Navodaya and
Navyothara times. Documentation of all his works spread over
and an organized study is immediately required. He is still creating
the piece of art which suits all times. We wish that let more and
best things come from him and he be recognized and felicitated

by the Society, Government and Organizations.
]
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BIO-DATA OF V.T. KALE

Name
Born

Education

Higher Art

Education

Service

: Venkatesha Tulajaram Kale
: in 1934, Hungunda, Bagalkot Dist.

: Formal - Hungunda and Gadag

Higher - Gadag

Art - Elementary and Intermediate drawing
grade Examination at Muncipal High School,
Gadag

(got three awards in elementary and two in
intermediate examination while Mumbai
government was conducting these

examinations)

: Vijayakala Mandir, with the able guidence of

T.P. Akki Second rank in elementary and third
rank in intermediate and advance painting
courses in the entire Mumbai province which
was conducting art examination
e In 1952 - Government Diploma from

J.J. School of Arts, Mumbai
e Intermediate course from the State Govt.

for modelling examination

: o From 1952 to 1964, art lecturer at

Vijaya Kalamandir, Gadag
e 1964 to 1992 art lecturer at Combined
pre-university boarding school at Sandur

and Continued upto 1997 after retirement.

37



Other
Services

1992-97 - State Govt. text book
committee member, as artist.

Artist member and source person for
renowating syllabus to printery education at
State Govt., Education Reseatch and
Training Centre.

Ardst and source pcrson.for State Govt.,
nonformal education text book committee.
Artist / member and source person for
central Govts primary education campaign
programme and member for state
programme Advisory Committee.
Member for state syllabus renowating
committee under the central govt’s new
syllabus policy.

1960-68 examiner for higher grade and
higher art examinations conducted by state
government.

Member, Dharwad art Society

1981 - participated in Hampi and Bangalore
artist camp.

1982 - participated in the artist camp at
Wotld Kannada Meet in Mysore.

1991-94 Member, State Lalitha Kala
Academy.

1993 - participated at artist camp, Madikeri,
organized by Karnataka Lalitha Kala
Academy.

Participated in art exhibitions at Mysore
Dasara, Hyderabad and Bangalore.

1966 - Participated in State Level Artist
Camp, conducted by Matrubhoomi Youth
Association, Belagi.

Copied mural paintings at Shravanabelgola
and Sira for Katnataka Lalitha Kala
Academy.

Hon. Member fot Rotaty Club, Sandur



Awards and

Honours

Theatre

Experience

Drama

Literature

o Member, Bellary District water resources
committee’s cultural advisory wing.
o Co-up member for Kannada Authority,

Bellary District for promoting Kannada

. o 1959 and 1960 Mysore Dasara Award

o 1962 and 1968 Karnataka Lalitha Kala
Academy award. 4 o
o 1985-86 Karnataka Lalitha Kala Acad‘emy-

honour

o 1997 Honoured in Golden Jubilee

Celebration of Vijaya Kalamandira, Gadag:

e 1991 - Honoured at 5th Bellary District
Annual Kannada Literary Meet at. Sandur.

e 1992 - Honouted by Rotary Club, Sandur

e 1996 - Honoured by '
Shree Guru Kalamandit, Raichur

e 2003 - Honoured by ‘Samskara Bharati’
group at the time of All India Artist Camp
at Hampi |

: 1957-58 - Acting, Make-up, Direction, Writing

Drama etc., for Gubbi Company, Pandit
Panchakshari Gawai’s Company and Nyamati
Shantappa’s Company.

+ 1959 - ‘Chikkamma’ a drama written. and

directed saw more than 50 shows under the

- patronage of State Govt. Written, directed, '

acted in more than 20 dramas on historical,

social, mythological themes. Written and

- directed more than 10 ballets and folk dramas

(bayalata) some of them staged at Delhi on
the occasion of Golden Jubilee Celebration
of Indian Public School.

Acted in more than 50 dramas including
Chikkamma, Vijayanagara Samrajya etc., and

films like Sangolli Rayanna, Manasa Veena etc.,_
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Literature

Collection

g

Art Direction for “Bapu” a leather puppet
show and “Bapujee” Tele film in Kannada
and Hindi both produced by Belagal Veeranna

: ‘Chitra Kala Parichaya’ published by

Udaya Book Depot., Gadag.

“Chitra Kala Darpana’, ‘S.M. Pandit’,

‘S.P. Akkr’, “T.P. Akki’ Monographs for
Karnataka Lalitha Kala Academy. One among
the editors for ‘Kalakosha’ by Karnataka
Lalitha Kala Academy and written hundreds

of ardcals on art and is also a poet.

: VT. Kale’s art works are in Townhall, Gadag;

Veereswara Punyashrama of Panchakshari
Gawai in Gadag; Karnataka Lalitha Kala
Academy.; Vijaya Mahantesha Art School,
Hubli; Vijaya Kalamandira, Gadag; Shivapura
and Shivavilasa palace at Sandur which belongs
to S.Y. Ghorpade and with art lovers of

Bangalore, Mumbai, Pakistan, London, Sesex
in USA etc.,
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