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expressing the impressions it has stirred in him remains to be done. A bad poet may
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f an artist alters a reality (e.g. awell-known scene or historical character) so much that
his product clashes violently with our familiar ideas, he may be making a mistake; not
because his product is untrue to the reality (this by itself is perfectly irrelevant), but
because the ‘untruth’ may make it difficult or impossible for others to appropriate his
product, or because this product may be aesthetically inferior to the reality even as it
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A statement may be used for the sake of the reference, true or false, which it causes.
This is the scientific use of language. But it may also be used for the sake of the effects
in emotion and attitude produced by the reference it occasions. This is the emotive
use of language.

- I.A. Richards
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[11 We may either use words for the sake of the refereces they promote, or we may
use them for the sake of the attitude and emotions which ensue. - [.LA.Richards
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[4] But usually references are involved as conditions for, or stages in, the ensuing
development of attitudes. yet it is still the attitudes not the references which are
important. -I.A.Richards



[5] It matters not at all in such cases whether the references are true or false. Their
sole function is to bring about and support the attitudes which are the further
response. The questioning, verificatory way of handling is irrelevant, and in a
competent reader it is not allowed to interfere. - .A.Richards
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