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“Neither Astronomy nor Physics, nor Chemistry, nor Biology, nor Sociology
supplies us with true knowledge of actual facts. All the laws discovered by those
sciences are merely generalizations, having but an approximate value as laws,
and that only as long as we do not know, or leave out of account, certain other
factors. And even these laws seem laws to us only because we discover them in
a region so far away from us in time and space that we cannot detect their non-
correspondence with actual facts. The method of Science which consists in
explaining things near and important to us by things more remote and
indifferent, is a false method which can never bring us to the desired result.”
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“Neither philosophy, nor science, can establish man’s relation to the universe,
for that relation must be established before any philosophy or science can
begin. They cannot do it for this further reason - that science including
philosophy as a part of it investigates phenomena intellectually - independently
of the investigator’s position or the feelings he experiences. But man’s relation to
the world is defined not by intellect alone but also by feeling and by the whole
combination of his spiritual forces. However much you may assure a man, and



explain to him that all that truly exists is only idea - or that everything consists of
atoms - or that the essence of life is the ‘substance’ or the will - or that heat,
light, movement and electricity are different manifestations of one and the same
energy - to a being that feels, suffers, rejoices, fears, and hopes, it will all fail to
explain his place in the Universe”
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“Curiously enough, there are men who lose that feeling of mystery which is at
the root of all our delights, when they discover the uniformity of law among the
diversity of nature, as if gravitation is not more of a mystery than the fall of an
apple, as if the evolution from one scale of being to the other is not something
which is even more shy of explanation than a succession of creations. The
trouble is that we very often stop at such a law as if it were the final end of our
search, and then we find that it does not even begin to emancipate our spirit. It
only satisfies our intellect, and as it does not appeal to our whole being, it only
deadens in us the sense of the infinite.”
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“Farewell, happy fields,
Where joy forever dwells! Hail horrors! hail
Infernal world! and thou, profoundest Hell,
Receive thy new possessor - One who brings

A mind not to be changed by place or time.
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The mind is its own place, and in itself
Can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of Heaven.”*
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He who though thus endued with a sense
And faculty for storm and turbulence



Is yet a soul whose master-bias leans
To home-felt pleasure and to gentle scenes;
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