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“The following collection of stories, belonging to the demon worshipers of the Tulu - country,
are those which are recited at their annual festivals and which have in this manner become
promulgated and perpetuated among the people by the so - called Pambadas or chief
actors on such occassions...mission. Worker require often to study adverse literature,
which may not be pleasant............ [3] (93: SwodS 33R Jodxy) DT3B dT03 B8TIFI
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“Even in relation to the detailed enquiries into the cults and practices of a religious nature, it
cannot be said that they were guided by a pure and innocent academic curiosity. Clear attempts
at presenting the local forms of worship as “primitive” and declaring the superiority of
christianity over them can be seen here: this was the first step towards proselytisation. By
translating bhuta as “devil” and its worship as “demonolatory” it was presented as if the Tuluvas
were worshippers of the devil; not God. By describing in an exaggerated language " the most
hideous din” and ” the cruel” involved in the performance of the bhutha kolas, they went out of
their way to show how “civilized” those who practised and participated in it were. By comparing a
Christian God with the worship of number of devils or an institutionalised religion with primitive
cults and observances or a textual theology with superstitions based on oral tradition, it was
possible to assert that the latter in each of these pairs was primitive and abominable and the
former was any day superior and acceptable. This also helped in strengthening colonial
domination, as it declared the cultural superiority of the masters over the subjects. A bye -
product of all this was, however the documentation of considerable details regarding Tulu
language, culture and history.” [4]
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e,NFBBD RDIIDET OB H9D9 3, WP 0HIZTON worfode Tormeesriesyd=. “For the colonial

administrators and for the missionaries the upper caste people served as main informants. For example : in
Kanara Tulu Brahmins collected Paddanas, who were the literate class of the period, for A. C. Burnell. Infact
the views of these Brahmins on Bhutas are clearly seen in the writings of missionaries as well as
administrators.[5]
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d)sgmvﬁ&)odde Bedead) ZIONK aso‘l)éd VoBIEAWD. “That was the time when the nationalist movement

was at its height in India. To a great extent that movement and the ideology behind it were conditional by a
particular rendering of the past in India............... This wave of nationalism influenced the study of
language, literature and culture.[6]
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have only taken three or four villages, in as many different regions of the district, to be more or less
representative of the rest. As facts drawn from other villages prove to be contrary to those
drawn from these three, it will be the obligation of others to reconcile and explain the
differences.[7]
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“As a young scholar | wondered why philologically - oriented sources on folk poetry had
relatively good texts but no context, whereas anthropologically - oriented works had plenty of
context but were practically void of texts. The defects have affected the quality of research more
than we can imagine.[6]

(0DTT : 2w 300h ToZeerddmeN Fod BB DFBRDID — mmmgj DTTIT BIIT &55 Jowohe
330N ToBa), ¥,0d &8 BpodDZBabe BT ared FoBIFSIY; BBS IBTI, BTZeB BVINW
Bo0Y JoTPENYRY BeoDDBSohe BT OIYNY Soobhe Tpad B3 BRI@NDIT. B Z3RTINW
JoZpegdRab rHeased el I, 30 Jrie Led B0meD Ded.)

DB DI ‘TG, S 0D UMY Beomesdade DDIGS [oBIBIN BowoDIB WBF 033
Gfirlad

30, TBIT VeTIZ, — BANKW VY Fp3e JPTDTT? TIBIT WRDWBE LeDIB, DB Ew3 ROHJHTD
I BN FEVBT. PO Teodee B, DHZ9,50030 7,080 SeTL TOTY) &enoddwyd : “The purpose of

this book is to provide an introduction to the publication of the Siri Epic, named after its main protagonist. It is
a long oral epic of 15,683 line, only five lines shorter than the lliad, and it has never been published
before in its full form of oral performance”.[7]
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" We have already mentioned that texts in induced, artificial contexts are favoured over natural
ones, and long texts over shorter ones. Paddanas in this form are probably recited for the first
time in histroy only for the collector. Whether they are authentic representations of the tradition
is extremely doubtful. Texts out of context have no contextual pressure (time, place, audience
reaction, etc.) controlling their authenticity. But once a folklorist writes, expecially in a culture
such as India, where a knowledge of writing grants authority over the illiterate masses, her/his
writing itself has a tendency to authenticate one version over others and the folklorist
herself/himself thus holds the potential to influence the direction of a folk tradition, rather than
merely observing it. Extreme caution must be taken by the folklorist so that this does not
happen, for if it does, any hopes of creating a science of folklore are destroyed."[9]
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